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the interests of finance would gain by this increased
publicity and the stimulus of a vigorous and instruc-
tive scrutiny. These discussions could have no other
resuk than to promote sound economical administra-
tion in India. It was now 20 years since Lord Mayo,
that wise and enlightened Viceroy, first proposed the
submission of Provincial Budgets to Provincial Councils.
At that time he was overruled by the Government at
home, which he believed was one of the Governments
of the right hon. gendeman opposite.1; at any rate he
hoped both sides of the House would now co-operate
in making a change which spoke for itself. The second
change introduced by the Bill was the concession of
the right of interpellation or of asking questions. It
was proposed to give to members of both Councils, the
Supreme and the Provincial Councils, this right of
asking questions on matters of public interest. But
both this privilege and the one to which he had
previously alluded would be subject, under the terms
of the Act, to such conditions and restrictions as might
be prescribed in rules made by the Governor-General
or the Provincial Governors. The merits of the
proposal, he thought, were obvious. It was desirable,
in the first place, in the interests of the Government,
which at the present moment was without the means
of making known its policy or of answering criticisms
or animadversions or of silencing calumny. And it
was also desirable in the interests of the public of India
who, in the absence of official information, were apt to
be misled, to form erroneous apprehensions, and to
entertain unjust ideas. The third proposal was to add
to the number of members upon die Councils. The
Supreme Legislative Council consisted at present, in
addition to its ex-officio members, who number 7,
of a minimum of 6 and a maximum of 12 nominated
members; under the Bill the minimum would be
raised to 10 and the maximum to 16. The Madras
'and Bombay Councils consisted, in addition to their
4 ex-officio members, of. a . minimum . of 4 .and a
maximum of 8.nominated members^ -of .whom,

1 Gladstone.